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Quarter  Unit  Unit Focus NC Essential 
Standards  

Literacy in History & Social 

Studies  

 

1          

Exploration & 

Colonization 

                                        

European Exploration of the 

Americas, Columbian Exchange, 

mercantilism, Glorious 

Revolution, Great Awakening, 

Enlightenment Thinkers (Locke, 

Montesquieu, Hobbes, and 

Rousseau), Triangular Trade, 

salutary neglect, Early Spanish, 

English, and French settlements 

AH1.H.3.1, 

3.2, 5.1, 4.2, 

4.3, 4.4 

Reading - Determine the 

central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 

text.  
 

Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 

aspects of history/social science  
 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 

and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 



 Revolution & 

New 

Governments 

 

French & Indian War, No 

Taxation Without Representation, 

Revolutionary Acts (Sugar Act, 

Tea Act, Stamp Act, Intolerable 

Acts, & Quartering Act), Boston 

Massacre, Boston Tea Party, 

Lexington and Concord, Common 

Sense, Battle of Saratoga, 

Declaration of Independence, 

Battle of Yorktown, Treaty of 

Paris, Articles of Confederation 

(specifically weaknesses), Shay’s 

Rebellion, Constitutional 

Convention, 3/5 Compromise, 

Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, 

Connecticut Plan (Great 

Compromise) 

 

AH1.H.2.1, 

2.2, 4.1, 5.2, 

6.1, 6.2, 7.2, 

7.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of 

how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 
text.  

 
Reading - Determine the 

meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing 

political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  

 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 

sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

2 A New Nation 

Develops 

 

Alexander Hamilton and his 

economic plan, Role of James 

Madison, political parties 

(Federalist and Democratic-

Republicans), Federalist Papers, 

AH.H.4.1, 

4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 

7.2, 7.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 

develop over the course of the 
text.  



Alien & Sedition Acts, Kentucky 

and Virginia Resolutions, 

nullification, Whiskey Rebellion, 

Election of 1800, judicial review 

(Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch 

v. Maryland, Gibbons v. Ogden), 

Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and 

Clark, War of 1812, Monroe 

Doctrine 

 

 
Reading - Determine the 

meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  

 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 

and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

 An Era of 

Growth and 

Disunion 

Industrial Revolution, Eli Whitey, 

Cottage Industry, Skilled vs. 

Unskilled Workers- trade unions, 

Spoils System, SC exposition and 

Protest, State’s Rights, Daniel 

Webster, Indian Removal Act, 

National Bank crisis, “Age of 

Reform”—transcendentalism, 

Hudson River School, Civil 

Disobedience (Thoreau), Self 

Reliance (Emerson)—Utopian 

AH1.H.4.3, 

4.4, 5.1, 5.2, 

6.1, 6.2, 7.1, 

7.2, 7.3, 8.1, 

8.2, 8.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of 

how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 
text.  

 
Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing 

political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  
 



Communities-New Harmony and 

Brook Farm, Second Great 

Awakening-Lyman Beecher 

abolition, Seneca Falls 

Convention, Market Revolution, 

Lowell System, nativism, Know 

Nothing Party, Manifest Destiny, 

Texas Revolution, Mexican War, 

Gadsden Purchase, Stephen 

Austin, land grants, Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo, Gold Rush 

 

Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 

sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims. 

3 Crisis and War Compromise of 1850, Fugitive 

Slave Law, Personal Liberty 

Laws, Underground Railroad, 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Kansas- 

Nebraska Act, Dred Scott, John 

Brown’s Raid, 1860 Election, 

Anaconda Plan, Key Battles of 

the Civil War (Fort Sumter, 

Shiloh, Antietam, Vicksburg, 

Gettysburg & Sherman’s March), 

Emancipation Proclamation, 13
th

, 

AH1.H.4.1, 

6.2, 7.1, 7.2, 

7.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 

central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 

text.  
 

Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 

aspects of history/social science  
 



14
th

, 15
th 

amendments, Political 

Parties—Whigs, Republicans, and 

Free Soiler 

Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 

sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

 Reconstructing 

a Nation While 

Moving 

Westward 

Civil Rights Act of 1866, Plans of 

Reconstruction, black codes, 

scalawags, carpetbaggers, 

Impeachment, Tenant Farming, 

sharecropping, Freedman’s 

Bureau, Compromise of 1877, Ku 

Klux Klan, Jim Crow, Plains 

Indians and Indian Wars, 

Homestead Act, Morrill Land 

Grant Act, Comstock Lode, poll 

tax, open range, Transcontinental 

Railroad, Populism 

 

AH1.H.4.1, 

4.2, 7.1, 7.2, 

7.3, 8.1, 8.2, 

8.3, 8.4 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 

develop over the course of the 
text.  

 
Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing 

political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  
 

Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  



 

I Can Statements 

 

Unit Learning Target-I Can 

Exploration & Colonization 1. I can describe the major reasons for exploration and 
colonization to the New World. 

2. I can describe the major reasons for exploration and 
colonization of the Americas. 

3. I can explain the impact of the Columbian Exchange 
on both the Native Americans and the Europeans. 

4. I can identify the original thirteen English colonies 
and major regional differences by identifying on a 

map. 
5. I can describe the key components of the Triangular 

Trade, including economic impact in areas involved 
and the effects of the Slave Trade. 

6. I can explain role of religion in the founding of the 

new world. 
7. I can identify the impact of key Enlightenment 

thinkers on American government.  

Revolution & New Governments 1. I can identify the major causes, political/military 

turning points, and results of the American 
Revolution. 

2. I can explain the key policies and laws used by 

Great Britain to limit the economic possibilities for 
the colonies, while benefiting themselves. 



3. I can compare and contrast the weaknesses and 
strengths of the Articles of Confederation with the 

US Constitution. 
4. I can explain the key features of the Constitution:  

Great Compromise, separation of Powers 
(Montesquieu), limited government, issue of 

slavery. 
5. I can explain how weaknesses in Articles of 

Confederation and Shays’ Rebellion led to a call for 
a stronger central government. 

A New Nation Develops 1. I can evaluate the major arguments of the 

Federalists and anti-Federalists during the debate on 
the ratification of the Constitution:  Federalist 

Papers, form of government, factions, checks and 
balances, power of the executive, roles of Alexander 

Hamilton and James Madison 
2. I can explain the importance of the Presidencies of 

George Washington and John Adams:  Whiskey 
Rebellion, Neutrality policy, development of 
political parties (Hamilton/Jefferson). 

3. I can describe the major causes of the War of 1812 
and the war’s significance on the development of a 

national identity. 
4. I can describe the reasons for and importance of the 

Monroe Doctrine. 
5. I can Describe Jefferson’s diplomacy in securing the 

Louisiana Purchase and the expedition of Lewis and 



Clark 

An Era of Growth and Disunion 1. I can explain the impact of the Industrial 

Revolution:  Eli Whitney’s cotton gin & 
interchangeable parts for guns, and Morse Code and 

telegraph. 
2. I can explain Jacksonian Democracy:  expanding 

suffrage, rise of popular political culture, and 

development of American nationalism. 
3. I can describe the Nullification Crisis and the 

emergence of states’ rights ideology:  John C. 
Calhoun and development of sectionalism. 

4. I can describe reform movements in temperance, 
abolitionism, and public education. 

5. I can explain women’s efforts to gain suffrage:  
Elizabeth Cady Stanton & Seneca Falls. 

6. I can describe westward growth of US:  the concept 
of Manifest Destiny. 

7. I can evaluate the outcomes of the Texas and 
Mexican Wars impact on expansion. 

Crisis and War 1. I can explain how slavery became a significant issue 

in American politics: Nat Turner, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, abolitionism (William L Garrison, Frederick 

Douglass, Harriet Tubman). 
2. I can explain the Missouri Compromise and the 

extension of slavery into western territories. 

3. I can explain how territorial expansion and 



population growth led to the Compromise of 1850. 
4. I can explain how the Kansas-Nebraska Act, popular 

sovereignty, Dred Scott, and John Brown’s Raid led 
to the outbreak of the Civil War. 

5. I can explain the importance of the growing 
economic disparity between the North and South:  

population, functioning railroads, and industrial 
output.   

6. I can identify the major causes, political/military 
turning points, and results of the American Civil 

War. 
7. I can explain the importance of Fort Sumter, Shiloh, 

Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg & Sherman’s 
March and the impact of geography on these battles. 

8. I can describe the significance of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

9. I can describe the significance of the 13
th

, 14
th

 and 

15
th

 (Civil War) Amendments. 

10.  

Reconstructing a Nation While Moving 

Westward 

1. I can Compare and contrast Presidential 

Reconstruction with Radical Republican 
Reconstruction 

2. I can analyze how the election of 1876 and the 
Compromise of 1877 ended Reconstruction. 

3. I can explain efforts to provide land, education and 
jobs to newly freed slaves: Freedmen’s Bureau and 

the Morrill Land Grant. 



4. I can explain how Black Codes the KKK and the 
“Redeemers” effected racial equality 

5. I can explain the impeachment of Andrew Johnson 
in relationship to Reconstruction. 

6. I can describe post war western movement and the 
impact of the building of the transcontinental 

railroad (use of Chinese labor) in development of 
the West. 

7. I can describe the growth of the western population 
and its impact on Native Americans:  Sitting Bull, 

the Dawes Act , and Wounded Knee. 
8. I can describe the causes and effects of the financial 

difficulties that plagued the American farmer and 
trace the rise and decline of Populism. 

 

 


